
VILLAGE OF HILLBURN 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Tuesday, August 19, 2014 
 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING held on Tuesday, August 19, 2014, in the Municipal 

Meeting Room, 31 Mountain Avenue, Hillburn, New York 10931, commencing at 7:00PM. 
 

PRESENT: Craig M. Flanagan Jr., Mayor    

  Eleanor J. DeGraw, Trustee   

  Bonnie R. O’Blenis, Trustee                             

  Elizabeth Cassidy, Village Attorney 

  Thomas Conklin, DPW Supt. 
  

RECORDER OF MINUTES:   Mary Boone, Clerk-Treasurer  
 

 

Meeting was called to order by the Hon. Mayor Craig M. Flanagan, Jr.  HFD Chief Ed Kelly, Jr. led in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 
 

Minutes of 8/06/14 Meeting – Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

Street & Water Commissioners– Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
      

Police Commissioner’s Report – Tabled for arrival of Ramapo Police Officer. 
 

DPW Report – DPW Supt. Thomas Conklin reported: 

-Quotes are being obtained for sign posts to replace the sign on Boulder Avenue and for reserve. 

-Flood Light on Mountain Avenue that Illuminates Municipal Parking Lot – Pursuant to a complaint made by a resident to 

O&R Util. regarding the light cast from the flood light onto her property, it has been determined that the light cannot be 

further adjusted.  A response is pending from O&R regarding changing the flood light to a regular street light.  

-O&R Municipal Info. Exchange – 9/12/14, Sheraton Mahwah. DPW Supt. Conklin & Mayor Flanagan will be attending. 

-Flushing of Hydrants – Scheduled for 3
rd

 week in September 2014.  Proper notice to residents will be given. 

-Request to Purchase Laptop for DPW Supt. at a cost not to exceed $500.00.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

-NYSDOT CHIPS Program – The Village Clerk reported a reimbursement claim has been filed in the amount of 

$70,896.00.  Needed:  Photos of curb ramps.  (DPW Supt. will follow up on same) 
 

H.F.D. – Chief Edward Kelly, Jr. reported: (full copy of Report given to Village Board) 

Request to purchase two pairs of gloves (damaged during response to an accident on the NYS Thruway).  Approved by 

Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

-ISO (Insurance Services Office, Inc.) Notification of upcoming Evaluation to verify the current Class 5/9 fire insurance 

rating.  Chief Kelly stated a portion of the survey supplied by ISO requires completion by the Building Inspector. 

-Quad & CFR Water Booster Pump Service – Quote from Firematic Supply Co., Inc. - $495.00 for each truck.    

Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

-Request to purchase (14) ActivGuard XP Protective Coveralls and 12 pairs of  Safety Glasses, gloves, tarps, duct tape, zip 

ties and a plastic tool box.  DPW Supt. will follow up to determine if items are available at Fastenal.  Cost not to exceed 

$500.00.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

-Four Junior Firefighters completed their required training.   

-Invoice dated 7/3/14 from the The Committee to Promote Volunteerism in Rockland County Emergency Services, Inc. - (4) 

Firefighter 1 Manuals @ $63.00 each = $252.00.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

-Request for permission to take the CFR and Chief’s car to participate in the Rockland county Parade in Haverstraw on 

Saturday, 9/6/14.  Arrangements will be made for proper coverage.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

-Request for permission to purchase a year supply of cleaning products for the fire trucks at a cost not to exceed $200.00.  

Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
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Board Meeting      August 19, 2014    continued 
 

-RE:  2014 Forestry Grant – $1,000.00 Matching Grant - Upon completion of the grant application by the H.F.D. Chief, 

same is to be brought to the Village Office for the Mayor’s signature and filing of same. Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

-RE: LOSAP – Recurring Disbursement Notice - The H.F.D. Chief, Village Board & Village Attorney are in receipt of same. 

  

Police Commissioner’s Report – Mayor Flanagan acknowledged the presence of Ramapo Police Officer Armstrong at 

the meeting.  Officer Armstrong reported that it has been a good summer. 

-Suffern Rd entrance to Rte 17 - Need for improved signage to prevent cars from crossing over the northbound lane of Rte 

17 and driving north in the southbound lane.  DPW Supt. will follow up on this matter with the NYS DOT. 

-Vandalism of Sixth Street Gate – The gate lock was recently cut and ATVs have been trespassing in the area.  Additional 

police patrol in the area was request.  (DPW Supt. reported the lock has been replaced) 
  
Village Engineer’s Report  

Three (3) claims have been submitted by Brooker Engineering, PLLC for services covering 7/01/14 – 7/31/14: 

 General Engineering Services    $     70.00 

 Fifth Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project       1,674.00  (CHIPs Funding) 

 2014 Mountain Avenue Drainage Improvements       1,375.00  (CHIPs Funding)    

Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

Community Development Program –  

2014 CD Project:   Youth Center Heating/Cooling System – Information has been requested by the Village Engineer to be 

used in his preparation of the specifications for the project.  DPW Supt. Conklin will follow up on same. 
   
Village Attorney’s Report – Attorney Cassidy reported: 

RE:  United Water New York -5
th

 Amendment to Wholesale Water Supply Agreement – As reported at the 8/06/14 

meeting, a new contract has been supplied by United Water New York, reflecting the PSC’s permitted increase of 9%.   

A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis authorizing Mayor Flanagan to 

sign the 5
th
 Amendment to Wholesale Water Supply Agreement, commencing 8/1/14. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

RE:  Ramapo Fire Protection District #1 – In response to the Town of Ramapo’s 8/1/14 letter, and as authorized at the 

8/6/14 meeting, a letter has been sent to the Town of Ramapo advising that the Village of Hillburn has established a fee of 

$235,000.00 for the 2015 fiscal year for Ramapo Fire Protection District #1.      

       

RE:  NYSER – Pursuant to receipt of calendars of activities for (3) consecutive months, Attorney Cassidy calculated that 

standard work days be established as follows:   

 

Village Office Staff:    Yvonne Van Dunk & Robin Miele    7 hour days (Time Sheets provided) 
 

Village Board Members    Craig M. Flanagan Jr.    6 hour days = 19.5 Days per Quarter (Based on 3 Month Calendar) 

    Eleanor J. DeGraw     6 hour days = 12.0 Days per Quarter (Based on 3 Month Calendar) 

    Bonnie R. O’Blenis     6 hour days =   6.0 Days per Quarter (Based on 3 Month Calendar) 
 

Acting Village Justice        Jerome Jefferson         6 hour days = 0.66 Days per Month (Based on 3 Month Calendar) 
 

A MOTION was made by Trustee O’Blenis and seconded by Trustee DeGraw to adopt the above stated work 

days for the purposes of reporting to the NYS Employees’ Retirement. (Standard Work Day and Reporting 

Resolution for Elected and Appointed Officials is attached) 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

730PM –  

A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis to adjourn from the regular 

meeting in order to hold an Executive Session to discussing pending litigation.  . 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

7:38PM –  

A MOTION was made by Trustee O’Blenis and seconded by Trustee DeGraw to resume the regular meeting of the 

Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

ZBA – No pending applications. 
 

Planning Board – 

Site Plan Application filed by Buck Seifert & Jost, Inc. (Engineers for United Water New York) – The Hillburn Planning 

Board provided an 8/19/14 memorandum recommending an escrow account in the amount of $7,500.00 be established for 

professional review of the application by the Village Engineer.    Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
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Board Meeting      August 19, 2014    continued 

 

-RC Planning Dept.’s GML Review – Copies supplied to Village Board, Village Attorney and Building/Fire Inspector. 

Mayor Flanagan recommended the Building/Fire Inspector attend Planning Board meetings and be given an opportunity 

to review and comment on applications prior to action by the Planning Board.       
 

Building/Fire Inspector – Adam Gordon not present. 

The Village Board is in receipt of copies of correspondence sent by the Building/Fire Inspector. 
 

Escrow –  

On 8/13/14, the Planning Board approved the following two Claims filed against escrow accounts: 
 

-Elizabeth K. Cassidy, Esq. - 8/6/14 Claim - Escrow:  Good Quality Papers Goods (7/03/14 Site Plan Appl.)   $135.00 

-Elizabeth K. Cassidy, Esq. - 8/6/14 Claim - Escrow:  Sanders Collection               (7/03/14 Site Plan Appl.)   $135.00  

 Payment of Claims Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

2014 Hillburn Day – August 2, 2014  

A full financial report will be provided at the 9/09/14 Board meeting. 
 

Hillburn Senior Citizens – President Judy Starr reported: 

-The recycling bin in the Community Room needs replacement (DPW Supt. to follow up on same) 

-PA System – DPW Supt. will follow up to determine if the PA System is repairable. 

-Upcoming Trip: Lancaster, PA – 9/8-9/14–Village’s Share: $500.50 (35 Party. @ $14.30). Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

Recreation – Senior Recreation Aide Michelle Noel reported: 

2014 Summer Camp Program – The 5-week Summer Camp & Swim Program ended on 8/08/14. The 2-week extended 

Camp Program will end on 8/22/14.  It has been another great summer. 

-Fall Festival – Saturday, 10/4/14 (Rain Date:  10/11/14) – 3:00PM – 8:00PM – Youth Center Field – Preparations are 

underway.  The first meeting has been held and proposals are forthcoming for a band, pumpkins, hay bales, cotton candy 

and popcorn machine.   The assistance of the H.F.D. was requested for the bon-fire.  

-2014-2015 After School Program – Registration will be held on 9/2/14 from 4:00PM – 7:00PM. 

-Cooking Class – Trustee Eleanor DeGraw reported she would like to hold the Cooking Class again this year.  The fee 

will be $20.00 per child and will begin at the end of October.    Notice will be sent out.  Applications will be available 

through the Youth Center.   Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

Historical Society – Beverly Flanagan, Chair 

The historical display in the Community Room on Hillburn Day was enjoyed by all.  Thanks were extended to Travis 

Mariano and Percy Van Dunk who were able to identify people in several pictures on display. 
 

Public Comments 

Judy Starr stated the Hillburn Senior Citizens would like Beverly Flanagan to attend one of its meetings and allow the 

members to view historical items.   
 

Dwaine Perry (13 Boulder Avenue) stated he is still interested in purchasing Village property located across the street 

from his residence.  (Mayor Flanagan requested the Village Attorney to review matter) 
 

Correspondence – The Village Board was in receipt of copies of correspondence, including 

-New York State Education Department – Tentative award of Local Government Records Management Improvement 

Fund (LGRMIF) grant in the amount of $8,130. 

-Assemblywoman Jaffee–Notification of approval of $7,500.00 grant. (Further info to be provided by NYS Dept of State). 

-RC Bd of Elections–RE: Voting Machine Delivery/Pick-Up Schedule–9/9/14 General Election (Hillburn Com. Room).   

-NYS Comptroller – RE:  8/13/14 letter acknowledging receipt of the Hillburn Village’s corrective action plan to the 

Report of Examination 2013M-392. 
 

Applications for Use of Hillburn Community Room 

-Sandi Jeannette – Hillburn Ladies Auxiliary – Thurs., 8/21/14 – 7:30PM – 9:00PM – Meeting  

-Dwaine Perry – Ramapough Mtn. Indians – Tues., 9/16/14 – 7:00PM–9:00PM – RMI Meeting-Tribal Debate 

Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

-Marilyn Valverde – Saturday, 9/20/14 – 1:00PM – 9:00PM* – Baby Shower 

-The Village Board concurred to grant approval for the hours of 1:00PM – 7:00PM*, subject to receipt of the required 

Certificate of Insurance, and fee of $150.00.   Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

Voucher Claims were reviewed by the Village Board who approved payment of same.   
 

A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Mayor Flanagan to adjourn meeting at 8:07PM. 

Ayes: Mayor Flanagan & Trustee DeGraw  

     Noes: None 
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