
VILLAGE OF HILLBURN 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Wednesday, August 6, 2014 
 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING held on Wednesday, August 6, 2014, in the Municipal 

Meeting Room, 31 Mountain Avenue, Hillburn, New York 10931, commencing at 7:00PM. 
 

PRESENT: Craig M. Flanagan Jr., Mayor    

  Eleanor J. DeGraw, Trustee   

  Bonnie R. O’Blenis, Trustee                             

  Elizabeth Cassidy, Village Attorney 

   

RECORDER OF MINUTES:   Mary Boone, Clerk-Treasurer  
 

 

The duly scheduled Special Meeting was called to order by the Hon. Mayor Craig M. Flanagan, Jr.  Hillburn resident 

Rhonda Jennings led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Minutes of 7/15/14 Meeting – Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

Reports to Street & Water Commissioners – Will be supplied at the 8/19/14 regular scheduled meeting. 
      

Police Commissioner’s Report – No report. 
 

DPW Report – No report. 
 

H.F.D. – Chief Edward Kelly, Jr. not present – No Report. 

-The Village Clerk reported there are claims pending awaiting receipt of documentation from the H.F.D. Chief. 

-RE:  LOSAP – As required, the Entitlement Letter for monthly payments was duly signed by Mayor Flanagan and 

returned on 7/31/14. 

-The RC Office of Fire & Emergency Services will hold a Training Foundation Dinner on 10/2/14. 
 

 Village Engineer’s Report  

5
th
 Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project – In accordance with the Village Board’s 7/15/14 action, pursuant to the Village 

Engineer’s approval, the full payment of $43,291.00 was made on 8/1/14 to the contractor, Scaffidi’s Paving & Drainage. 
 

Community Development Program –  

2014 PROGRAM YEAR - CONTRACT/AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ROCKLAND AND 

THE VILLAGE OF HILLBURN 
 

The following RESOLUTION was offered by Trustee O’Blenis and seconded by Trustee DeGraw who moved its 

adoption: 
 

WHEREAS, a Contract/Agreement relating to the 2014 Community Development Program (copy attached) has 

been received from the County of Rockland; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Contract/Agreement between the County of Rockland and the 

Village of Hillburn is hereby approved; and 
 

FURTHER, the Mayor, Craig M. Flanagan, Jr. is hereby authorized to sign said Contract for the 2014 

Community Development Program year; whereby, the County will pay the Village of Hillburn for performance 

pursuant to the Agreement – Budget: 
 

Youth Center Heating/Cooling System:      $48,000.00 
 

     Ayes: Craig M. Flanagan Jr., Mayor 

      Eleanor J. DeGraw, Trustee 

      Bonnie R. O’Blenis, Trustee 

     Noes: None 
 

RESOLUTION was unanimously adopted. 
 

Village Attorney’s Report – Attorney Cassidy reported: 

RE:  United Water New York Contract (Expiration Date: 7/31/14) – Attorney Cassidy reported a proposed new contract 

commencing 8/1/14 has been received from United Water.  The new contract reflects the PSC’s permitted increase of 9%, 

the minimum increase allowed by law.  Changes in various surcharges are also included in the contract.   

Action on the proposed contract was tabled until the 8/19/14 Board meeting. 
 

RE:  Western Ramapo Fire Protection District #1 – In response to the Town of Ramapo’s request for 2015 budget figures, 

the Village Board concurred to request $235,000.00.  A letter stating same will be sent by the Village Attorney. 

  

Petition Filed 6/16/14 – Request for Village to Adopt Private Section of 7
th
 St. – Pursuant to discussion, it was determined 

that the property owner(s) must provide information regarding title, etc. prior to any further review of the request. 
 

RE:  Correspondence from Capital Markets Advisors – Continuing Disclosure 5 Year History – Names of the current 

Board of Trustees will be supplied 
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Board Meeting      August 6, 2014     continued 

 

RE:  NYSER – Attorney Cassidy reminded the Village Board members of the need to submit a calendar of activities for 

(3) consecutive months prior to the 8/19/14 Board Meeting.  NYSER Filing Deadline for Resolution:  8/31/14.  
 

6:30PM - Attorney Cassidy requested the Board adjourn from the regular meeting in order to hold an Executive Session to 

discussing pending litigation.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

6:45PM – Regular meeting resumed.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis authorizing Village Attorney 

Cassidy to defend Article 78 litigation pending in Rockland County Supreme Court concerning the award of the 

One Year Garbage Contract. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

ZBA – No report. 
 

Planning Board – 

Two applications were approved at the 7/17/14 meeting:   

Site Plan Applica. filed by Buck Seifert & Jost, Inc. (Engineers for United Water New York) – The NYS DOT provided a 

copy of their 7/23/14 response letter Buck, Seifert & Jost, Inc. advising that a State Highway Work Permit is not  required.   

Attorney Cassidy stated that at the next meeting of the Planning Board, escrow will be requested to cover engineering 

review of United Water New York’s application. 
 

Building/Fire Inspector – Adam Gordon not present. 

Mayor Flanagan reported the unauthorized barrier of blue tarp has been removed from the property located at 275 Rte. 17. 
 

Escrow –  

RE: NYS Thruway Flood Mitigation Project – A 7/16/14 letter was sent requiring the establishment of a $5,000.00 escrow 

account to cover the cost for engineering review regarding the project.  No response has been received at this date. 

-Engineer Cassidy stated she had contacted NYCOM to determine the Village’s jurisdiction regarding the project. 

Although the NYS Thruway is not subject to local permits, the project is subject to SEQR and the Village, as an interested 

party, has the right to FOIL same for review.  

-The Village Board was in receipt of a Status of Escrow Accounts Reports as of 7/31/14. 
 

Recreation – Senior Recreation Aide Michelle Noel not present. 

2014 Summer Camp Program – A quote was received from Chestnut Ridge Transit in the amount of $176.99 for 

transportation to and from the Recycling Center on 8/4/14.  Approved by Village Board. 

           Ayes: Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes: None  
 

NYCOM Fall Training School – September 15-18, 2014 – Lake Placid, NY – Authorization for Mary Boone and 

Robin Miele to attend the training school, and all related expenses.  Approved by Village Board. 

           Ayes: Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes: None 
 

2014 Hillburn Day – August 2, 2014  

The day was a great success.  Beverly J. Flanagan was recognized as the 2014 Citizen of the Year. A full report will be 

made at the 8/19/14 Board meeting. 
 

6:55PM – Trustee O’Blenis left the meeting. 
 

RE:  2004 Ford F350 – Transmission Repair by Suffern Sales & Service -  Quoted Cost:  $3,391.00.  An additional amount 

of $440.50 is needed to cover the cost of the Oil to Air Cooler that is required for the Warranty, thus making the total cost 

of the repair $3,831.50.  Approved by Village Board. 

           Ayes: Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes: None  
 

Senior Citizens – No Report. 
 

Historical Society – No report. 
 

Public Comments 

Rhonda Jennings (54 5
th

 Street) questioned the status of the vacant dwelling at 27 Mountain Avenue, as the cellar door 

remains open.  (Mayor Flanagan stated matter will be followed up on) 
 

Correspondence – The Village Board was in receipt of copies of correspondence. 
 

Voucher Claims were reviewed by the Village Board who approved payment of same.   
 

A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Mayor Flanagan to adjourn meeting at 7:02PM. 

Ayes: Mayor Flanagan & Trustee DeGraw  

     Noes: None 
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