
VILLAGE OF HILLBURN 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Tuesday, December 9, 2014 – 7:00PM 
 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING held on Tuesday, December 9, 2014, in the Municipal 

Meeting Room, 31 Mountain Avenue, Hillburn, New York 10931, commencing at 7:00PM. 
 

PRESENT: Craig M. Flanagan Jr., Mayor         

  Eleanor J. DeGraw, Trustee   

  Bonnie R. O’Blenis, Trustee  

  Elizabeth K. Cassidy, Village Attorney                     

  Thomas Conklin, DPW Supt. 
  

RECORDER OF MINUTES:   Mary Boone, Clerk-Treasurer  
 

 

Meeting was called to order by the Hon. Mayor Craig M. Flanagan, Jr.  Attorney Cassidy led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Minutes of 11/12/14 Meeting – Approved by Village Board.  

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

      

Street & Water Commissioners Reports– Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None      
    

Police Commissioner’s Report – Mayor Flanagan 

Mayor Flanagan reported the Village is quiet.   

 

DPW Report – DPW Supt. Thomas Conklin reported: 

-This is the last week for loose leaf pick-up at curbside. 

-RE:  2004 Ford F350 - Truck was repaired at Suffern Sales & Service and is back in service (Selector Shaft). 

-Urban Forestry Council – Arbor Day Grant – Application filed for $1,000.00 funding for the planting of 6 trees.   

-Purchase of Tires - Quotes will be obtained and submitted. 

-Salt – DPW Supt. stated the Village presently has an adequate supply of salt. 

-Hudson Valley Water Works Conference - Water Distribution Operator Certification Courses – Notice of 2015 

Registration Applications for Certification Courses to be conducted by W2Operator Training Group, LLC.; and 

Recertification classes for CEU credits to be held on  Jan. 30, Feb. 27, March 27 and April 10.   Attendance of 

DPW Supt. Conklin and registration fee of up to $550.00 – Approved by Village Board. 
     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None    

 
NYS Dept. of Transportation – Local Highway Inventory Update – Supt. Conklin stated he and the Village Clerk-

Treasurer completed the paperwork and same was supplied to the NYS DOT – RE:  Seventh Street extension. 
 

-Paving of Upper Portion of Sixth Street (Gate to Reservoir) – As recommended by the Village Attorney, DPW Supt. was 

requested to obtain and submit two additional proposals prior to entering into any contract for this project.     
 

H.F.D. - Chief Edward Kelly Jr. reported:   

Mayor Flanagan complimented the H.F.D. on the decorated truck at the 12/7/14 Christmas Tree Lighting. 

Recent Fire Incident – 26 Boulder Avenue – Structure (Shed) fire. The H.F.D., along with assistance from the 

Sloatsburg F.D., did a great job. 

Operation Lake Effect Snow – H.F.D. members Shane Starr, Nelson Scott and Isaiah VanDunk took the 5-MP 

to Scranton, Erie County NY from 11/22-11/24/14 to assist the area residents affected by the severe snow storm 

by removing snow from around hydrants, roofs and providing access for EMS.    Chief Kelly thanked the 

Village Board for authorizing the trip. 

Mayor Flanagan expressed his appreciation to the H.F.D. members for providing the assistance. 

Chief Kelly reported the MP is leaking oil and requested authorization to obtain a quote for repair. Approved 

by Village Board. 
     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

 

Bail-Out Systems – 10/24/14 Quote from First Due Fire Equipment:  20 Sets @ $668.98 = $13,379.60.  Tabled. 

Hallway in Firehouse – Tiles need repair/replacement.  (DPW Supt. Conklin will inspect and obtain quotes) 

New Training Regulations for New Recruits Effective 1/1/15 – Chief Kelly stated the new regulations required additional 

classes and will make it difficult to keep volunteers.  Chief Kelly recommended the attendance of a Village Board member at 

the meeting regarding same on 1/7/15.  (he referred to 12/4/14 email that he supplied to the Village Board) 

Servicing of Air Compressor – 10/22/14 Quote from Haight Fire Equip. Supply in the amount of $717.72.  Approved by 

Village Board. 
     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
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Board Meeting     December 9, 2014     continued 
 

New Member – Mitchell Gosser 

A MOTION was made by Trustee O’Blenis and seconded by Trustee DeGraw to approve the H.F.D.’s acceptance 

of Mitchell Gosser as a Junior H.F.D. Member, and on his 18
th
 birthday in January 2015 he will become a Senior 

H.F.D. Member, and  

FURTHER, Mitchell Gosser will be placed on the Village’s insurance. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

Chief Kelly will supply an updated List of H.F.D. Members. 
 

Outstanding Claims – First Due Fire Equipment – The Clerk-Treasurer reported that there are two pending claims from First 

Due Fire Equipment (gloves and fire breaking).   Village Board approved payment of same, subject to Chief Kelly’s 

review/approval and submission of supporting documentation. 
 

LOSAP  

9/15/14 correspondence from RBC Wealth Mgmt. – RE:  “Free RBC Investment Assistance Account” – Being reviewed by 

the Village Attorney – report pending. 

-Service Award Program 2014 Data Request Package – Package has been supplied to Chief Kelly. (Chief reported package 

is to be completed and filed by February 2015) 
 

Village Engineer’s Report – No Report 
  

Community Development Program –  

-2015 CD Program –The second required 2015 Citizens Advisory Committee meeting was held this evening prior to the 

Village Board Meeting.  Several projects were discussed and will be formally recommended to the Village Board at the 

2015 CD Public Hearing. 

-A Consortium Meeting will be held on Thursday, 12/11/14 at 7:00PM. (Mayors) 

-Training Sessions will be held on Tuesday, 12/16/14 at 10:00AM and Thursday, 12/18/14 at 2:30PM.  Applicants must 

attend one training session to be eligible for 2015 CD. 
 

Village Attorney’s Report – Attorney Elizabeth Cassidy reported: 

-Appreciation was expressed to the Village Board for their understanding and cooperation during her maternity leave. 

Suffern Rd Entrance to Route 17 – In response to the Village’s concerns regarding inadequate signage at the intersection 

causing motorists to end up travelling north in the southbound lane, the NYS DOT has restriped the area and 

moved/installed signs. 

Lighting on Route 17 – NYS Thruway Overpass – Attorney Cassidy will send a letter to the NYS DOT regarding the need 

to replace the lighting that was removed by the NYS Thruway Authority.   
 

1/16/15 Maturity of $108,375.00 BAN  
A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis authorizing the Village Attorney 

to seek interest bids on a $54,375.00 BAN to renew, in part, the $108,375.00 BAN, and  

FURTHER, the interest bids are returnable 1/13/15. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

2015 Village Election – Wednesday, 3/18/15 

The Village Clerk-Treasurer reported that everything is in order for the Election.  

-NYCOM – 1/13/15 Village Election Workshop – Authorization for Village Clerk-Treasurer and Assistant Clerk to attend 

the 1/13/15 Workshop that will be held in Fishkill, NY, and all related expenses.    Approved by Village Board. 
     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

2015 Assessment Roll – Taxable Status Date:  1/1/15 

A workshop meeting of the Board of Assessors will be held on 1/6/15 at 6:00PM.    

-The NYS Office of Real Property Tax Services has established a final State equalization rate of 20.83 and a Residential 

Assessment Ratio of 16.79 for the Village of Hillburn. 

 

Arbor Day Event – March 14, 2015 (Tentative) – Date to be confirmed pursuant to grant approval of the Village’s 

Urban Forestry Council Arbor Day Grant Application.  Special event is required to be held, and will include youth 

involvement.   

    

ZBA Report – ZBA Clerk Robin Miele reported: 

RE:  10/30/14 ZBA Approval of Variances - United Water New York allow the Construction of an Add-on Water 

Treatment Building to the Existing Ramapo Valley Well Field Pumping Station - The Village Board was supplied 

with a copy of the ZBA Chairman’s 11/26/14 letter to Buck Seifert & Jost, Inc., along with the ZBA Action Form and 

attached Approval Resolution. 
-The Board was also in receipt of a copy of the RC Drainage Agency’s 12/8/14 letter to United Water New 

York, Inc. – RE:  RCDA Permit Application No. 14-14 (ZBA approval conditioned upon fulfillment of all 

permitting requirements)  

RE:  NYCOM – Webinar Wednesday – ZBA member Nelson Hadley attended three sessions which will be 

credited towards fulfilling the 4-hour training requirement. 

RE:  ZBA Vacancy – The appointment of a new member to serve an unexpired 5-year term ending April 2018.  
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Board Meeting     December 9, 2014     continued 

 

Planning Board Report 

-The Village Board was in receipt of the minutes of the 9/18/14 Planning Board meeting. 

-10/26/4 Site Planning Application filed by Salomone Redi-Mix of NY, LLC – 20 & 60 Torne Valley Road - Property 

I.D.:  47.15-2-11 and 47.15-2-12 – Property Owner:  Town of Ramapo – An 11/21/14 memo was received from the 

Planning Board recommending an escrow account be established in the amount of $1,000.00 to cover any claims for 

professional reviews by the Village Engineer.  Approved by Village Board. 
     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

 

Building/Fire Inspector – Adam Gordon not present 

-The Village Board was in receipt of copies of correspondence, including the NYS Thruway Flood Mitigation Project. 
 

Escrow –  

Status of Escrow Accounts Report @ 12/5/14 - Supplied to the Village Board by the Clerk-Treasurer. 

RE:  12/01/14 Claim from Spence Engineering in the amount of $669.60 – RE:  United Water New York - Application to 

Planning Board.  Approved pending Planning Board recommendation. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

 

RE:  12/9/14 Claim from Elizabeth K. Cassidy, PLLC in the amount of $945.00 – RE:  United Water New York – 

Application to Planning Board.  Approved pending Planning Board recommendation. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

 

Hillburn Senior Citizens – President Judy Starr not present.   

-A trip Brooklyn, NY - Christmas Lights will be held tomorrow, 12/10/14. 

-A 2015 tentative/partial trip schedule for the Senior Citizens was supplied to the Village Board.    
 

Recreation – Senior Recreation Aide Michelle Noel reported: 

-The 2014-2015 After School Program is going well.  

-There was a poor turnout for the first “Drop and Shop” held on 12/6/14. 

Annual Christmas Party – Saturday, 12/13/14, 2:00PM-4:00PM – Preparations are complete. 

-Request for a $50.00 donation to Jeremy Honey who will be providing Santa Claus service.  Approved by Village 

Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None  

 

-The Village Clerk-Treasurer reported Michelle Noel had provided the serial numbers for the donated laptop computers at 

the Youth Center for placement in the Village’s Fixed Assets file. 

 

Historical Society – Chair Beverly Flanagan stated she had no report. 
 

Public Comments –  

Kathy Breen (   Rockland Avenue) complimented the DPW on the Village’s Christmas tree. 

-Expressed her concern regarding the recent notification that the Post Office lobby will be open 24/7.   

-Mayor Flanagan stated this schedule was done by the Federal Government, not the Village of Hillburn; and  was in 

response to residents who attended the recent meeting at the Hillburn Post Office and expressed the need for off hours 

access due to their work schedule.   It is his understanding that cameras will be installed and, if problems/issues arise 

during this trial period, the situation will be revisited. 

-Mrs. Breen questioned the status of the land clearing being done on the property behind the Ramapo Central School 

District building (Property Owner:  TJG Realty).  

Mayor Flanagan advised the matter is presently before the Village Justice Court. 

 

Beverly Flanagan (17 Blakeslee Place) questioned if any action is being taken regarding a dumpster on 11 Blakeslee 

Place.   

-Mayor Flanagan stated matter will be referred to the Building/Fire Inspector. 

 

Wilma Powell (68 5
th

 Street) questioned why there have been surveyors in the area of her property.   

-DPW Supt. Conklin stated the Ramapo Central School District is surveying for the installation of a fence.  

 

Correspondence – The Village Board was in receipt of correspondence, including: 

 

Applications for Use of Hillburn Community Room -  

-Dwaine Perry – Ramapough Mountain Indians – Saturday, 12/13/14 – 11:00AM-1:30PM – Meeting. Approved by 

Village Board. 

      

-Judy Starr – Hillburn Ladies Auxiliary – Tuesday, 12/9/14 and Friday, 12/12/14 – Workshop for Christmas Caroling.  

Approved by Village Board. 

-Judy Starr – Hillburn Ladies Auxiliary – Saturday, 12/13/14 – Christmas Caroling – Use of Santa Suit -  Approved by 

Village Board. 
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Board Meeting     December 9, 2014     continued 
 

 

-Penny Duffy/Megan Cassella – Saturday, 1/24/15 – 12: noon-3:00PM – Birthday Party.  Approved by Village Board 

subject to receipt of Certificate of Insurance and $150.00 Rental Fee. 

      

-Notice from U.S. Postal Service to Boxholders – RE:  Notification of access to Hillburn Post Office lobby 24/7 effective 

12/8/14. 

-NYS Dept. of Civil Service – 2015 NYS Health Insurance Program (NYSHIP) Rates. 

-O’Connor Davies – Invitation to 12/10/14 Holiday Party. 

-NYSCOM – First in a series of “Issues in Focus” policy briefs. 

-FEMA – FEMA Flood Hazard and NFIP Training. 

-NYS DOT – RE:  Route 17 at Suffern Road Signage – 11/19/14 letter outlining the improvements:  Additional pavement 

markings and relocation of SOUTH/I287 and SOUTH/17 route sign relocation. 

-Cablevision – 11/17/14 Notice of Channel Re-tiering effective 12/17/14; and 11/26/14 Notice of Changes to service and 

rates effective 1/01/15. 

-NYCOM – “The Property Tax Freeze – What You Need to Know” Workshop – 12/10/14, Fishkill Village Office. 

-Citizens for Local Power – RE:  “How to Stop the Pilgrim Pipeline” 11/17/14 Forum – 7:00PM – SUNY New Paltz 

-Brook Presbyterian Church – Flyer – 12/13/14 Pancake Breakfast.  

    

 

Voucher Claims were reviewed by the Village Board who approved payment of same.  

-Financial reports were provided to the Village Board by the Village Clerk-Treasurer.   

 
 

A MOTION was made by Trustee O’Blenis and seconded by Trustee DeGraw to adjourn meeting at 7:48PM. 

Ayes: Mayor Flanagan & Trustee DeGraw  

     Noes: None 
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