
VILLAGE OF HILLBURN 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 – 7:00PM 
 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING held on Wednesday, November 12, 2014, in the Municipal 

Meeting Room, 31 Mountain Avenue, Hillburn, New York 10931, commencing at 7:00PM. 
 

PRESENT: Craig M. Flanagan Jr., Mayor       ABSENT:  Pam Richardson, Acting Village Attorney           

  Eleanor J. DeGraw, Trustee   

  Bonnie R. O’Blenis, Trustee                      

  Thomas Conklin, DPW Supt. 
  

RECORDER OF MINUTES:   Mary Boone, Clerk-Treasurer  
 

 

Meeting was called to order by the Hon. Mayor Craig M. Flanagan, Jr.  Wilma Powell led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Minutes of 10/28/14 Meeting – Approved by Village Board.  

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 
 

Street & Water Commissioners Reports– Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None      
    

Police Commissioner’s Report – Mayor Flanagan 

Deferred until the arrival of a Police Officer. 
 

DPW Report – DPW Supt. Thomas Conklin reported: 

-10/30/14 Proposal - McNamee Construc - RE:  Repair of the 4
th
 Street Bridge - Tabled for review by the Village Attorney.   

-Seventh St Paving Project - Supt. Conklin reported Chuck Bugbee & Son Blacktopping satisfactorily completed the 

project.  

-Paving of Upper Portion of Sixth Street (Gate to Reservoir) – DPW Supt. submitted a proposal from Chuck Bugbee & 

Son Blacktopping in the amount of $12,700.  A discussion was held on the funding mechanism and the bidding 

requirements. -Mayor Flanagan stated the project would be funded through CHIPs. 

-Engineer McCreedy stated that the project could be classified as an emergency project due to the roadway is the access to 

the Village’s water tank.   

A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis to accept the proposal from 

Chuck Bugbee & Son Blacktopping in the amount of $12,700 to pave a 550’ x 14’ portion of Sixth Street (from 

the gate to the Reservoir), contingent on weather conditions; and said project is to be funded by CHIPs; and 

FURTHER, a Contract between the Village of Hillburn and Chuck Bugbee & Sons Blacktopping, subject to the 

Village Attorney’s review and approval, is hereby authorized with the Mayor’s signature. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None      
 

(copies of the proposal were made and distributed to the Village Board) 
 

-Loose leaf pick-up at curbside is ongoing. Deadline date:  December 12
th
 

-The salt truck will be loaded tomorrow.   

-Some minor electrical problems are being looked at in the 4
th
 St. pond area. 

-RE:  Hudson Valley Water Works Conference – As approved at the 10/28/14 meeting, Supt. Conklin will be attending the 

Fall Seminar on 11/13/14, from 8:00AM-3:00PM in Montgomery, NY. 

-Suffern Rd Entrance to Route 17 – The NYS DOT has restriped the roadway and will be installing signs. 

-RE:  Required Repairs to 2004 Ford F350- Front End -  A 11/11/14 quote from Suffern Sales & Service in the amount of 

$1,061.57 was submitted to the Board.    Approved by Village Board. 

      Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None      
 

NYS Dept. of Transportation – Local Highway Inventory Update – Supt. Conklin stated the template is being 

prepared and documentation will be supplied to the NYS DOT pertaining to the Seventh Street extension. 
 

H.F.D. - Chief Edward Kelly Jr. not present.  No report submitted.   

-The Village Clerk reported that, as required and previously done, copies of the HFD Physical Examinations are 

filed in the Village Office. 
 

LOSAP  

9/15/14 correspondence from RBC Wealth Mgmt. – RE:  “Free RBC Investment Assistance Account” – Being reviewed by 

the Village Attorney – report pending. 
 

Village Engineer’s Report – Engineer McCreedy reported. 

RE:  Mountain Avenue Drainage Project (Bids Tabled 9/23/14) – Engineer McCreedy recommended the Village Board 

reject all bids. 

A MOTION was made by Trustee O’Blenis and seconded by Trustee DeGraw that all bids received on 9/23/14 

for the Mountain Avenue Drainage Project be rejected in accordance with the recommendation of the Village 

Engineer, given that all bids exceed the amount budgeted for this project, and 

FURTHER, bid bonds are to be returned to the respective bidders. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None         
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Board Meeting     November 12, 2014     continued 
 

-Engineer McCreedy recommended the Village Board determine spring projects.   

DPW Supt. Conklin will compile a list of hydrants that need repair or replacement. 
 

Community Development Program –  

-2015 CD Program –The 2015 Citizens Advisory Committee held their first of two required meetings this evening prior to 

the Village Board Meeting.  Next meeting is scheduled for 12/9/14, 6:00PM. 

 

Village Attorney’s Report – Acting Attorney Pam Richardson not present. 
 

2015 Village Election – Wednesday, 3/18/15 

The Village Clerk-Treasurer reported that everything is in order for the Election.       

 

2014 Interfaith Service – Tuesday, November 25, 2014 at 7:00PM – Lighthouse Worship Center.  A planning meeting was 

held on 11/7/14 and the Program is being compiled. Another meeting will be held. 

 

Warrant of Unpaid 2014 Village Taxes 

The Village Clerk-Treasurer reported the Warrant, consisting of 37 parcels, was duly filed with the County of Rockland 

on 11/5/14. (Total Warrant:  $88,985.79 due to Village) 

    

ZBA Report – ZBA Clerk Robin Miele reported: 
-RE:  Application of United Water New York – Pursuant to conducting a Joint Public Hearing of the ZBA and Planning 

Board 10/30/14, the ZBA granted United Water New York a variance from Hillburn Zoning Local Law Article V250, 

Section V250-16-F(4) (Rear Yard) to allow the Construction of an Add-on Water Treatment Building to the 

Existing Ramapo Valley Well Field Pumping Station. 
 

Planning Board Report 

-RE:  Application of United Water New York – Pursuant to conducting a Joint Public Hearing of the ZBA and Planning 

Board on 10/30/14, the Hillburn Planning Board granted United Water New York Site Plan Approval to allow Ramapo 

Valley Well Field #84 GWUDISW Improvements-Construction of an Add-on Water Treatment Building to the Existing 

Ramapo Valley Well Field Pumping Station, 65 Route 59, Hillburn, NY. 

-RE:  Salomone Redi-Mix of NY, LLC – 20 & 60 Torne Valley Road – Property Owner:  Town of Ramapo – An 

Application for Site Plan Approval was filed on 10/26/14. 
 

Building/Fire Inspector – Adam Gordon not present 

-The Village Board was in receipt of a copy of correspondence from Buck Seifert & Jost, Inc. to the NYS District U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers – RE:  United Water New York.  Village Engineer Glenn McCreedy recommended a copy be 

provided to the Village Consulting Engineer, Martin K. Spence, Spence Engineering. 
 

Escrow –  

-The Village Clerk-Treasurer reported that in response to an email questioning escrow, a written outline of the Village’s 

escrow procedure was supplied to Hillburn Park Corp. 

-A Status of Escrow Accounts Report @ 11/5/14 was supplied to the Village Board by the Clerk-Treasurer. 

RE:  10/31/14 Claim from Spence Engineering in the amount of $819.60 – RE:  United Water New York - Applications to 

Planning Board and ZBA.  The Village Clerk-Treasurer advised that the claim will be paid out of the respective escrow 

accounts, as follows, subject to the respective Boards’ approval: 

   Planning Board Escrow:  $419.60 (Planning Board Approval pending) 

   ZBA Escrow:   $400.00 (ZBA Approval received) 

 

Hillburn Senior Citizens – President Judy Starr not present.   

-Trip Request Application – Brooklyn, NY - Christmas Lights –  December 10, 2014 - Village’s Share:  $1,075.00 (43 

Participants @ $25.00 each)   Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

 

Police Commissioner, Mayor Flanagan, acknowledged the presence of a Ramapo Police Officer who reported the Village is 

quiet.     
 

Recreation – Senior Recreation Aide Michelle Noel reported: 

-The 2014-2015 After School Program is going well.   

-The first Open Gym Night was held on 11/7/14 and there was a great turn out. 

Annual Christmas Party – Saturday, 12/13/14, 2:00PM-4:00PM – Request for $400.00 for expenses (crafts, activities, 

refreshments & decorations.   Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

 

-Jeremy Honey has been contacted to provide Santa Claus service.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None  

 

Historical Society – Chair Beverly Flanagan stated she had no report. 
 

Public Comments - None 
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Board Meeting     November 12, 2014     continued 
 

 

Correspondence – The Village Board was in receipt of correspondence, including: 

-NYS Retirement System – 2015 Annual Invoice – Authorization to submit the Prepayment Amount Due 12/15/14: 

$57,634.   Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

 

-NYS Dept. of Taxation and Finance – Notice of Tentative Railroad Ceiling.  Village’s Equalization Rate:  20.83. 

A Workshop Meeting of the Board of Assessors (Board of Trustees) to commence preparation of the 2015 Assessment 

Roll was scheduled for 1/6/15 at 5:00PM. 

-State Insurance Fund – 2014 Return of Premium Award – Refund Amount:  $110.56.  

-RC Youth Bureau – T.E.E.N. Works Application – Deadline Date for Filing:  12/15/14.  (Will be posted at Youth Center) 

-Village of Suffern – Invitation to Annual Pearl Harbor Commemoration – Sunday, 12/7/14. 

-Village of Sloatsburg – Invitation to Annual Tree Lighting and Caroling Program – Sunday, 12/7/14 at 4:00PM 

The Village of Hillburn’s Tree Lighting will be held 12/7/14 at 6:00PM. 

 

CardiacLife – AED Public Access Defibrillation Program – Mayor Flanagan stated he would like to have this program at 

the Youth Center.   Michelle Noel and Angela Flanagan have received CPR training. 

 

The Village Board was in receipt of Financial Reports for October 2014 as prepared by the Clerk-Treasurer. 

 

-Pat Osterhoudt - Brook Presbyterian Church – Request for Use of (3) Oblong Tables for the 11/14/14 Annual Pre-

Thanksgiving Dinner. Use of the (2) oblong tables used by the Senior Citizens was approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

 

-Eleanor DeGraw – Hillburn Ladies Auxiliary – Request for Use of Community Room – Sat., 11/22/14 – 3:00PM-4:30PM 

- Meeting.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None  
 

Trustee DeGraw obtained a full copy of the Town of Ramapo’s Preliminary 2015 Budget.  Excerpts pertaining to the 

Village of Hillburn were provided to the Village Board reflecting Town of Ramapo Taxable Assessed Valuations, 

Ramapo Fire Protection District #1 (budgeted amount same as last year, $150,000)  and Town Budget Calendar.   

 

NYS Department of State (DOS) Grant Award (Tentative Approval) – No further information received. 

 
The November 2014 Village Memo has been prepared and distributed. 

 

Mayor Flanagan reported on the passing of Village resident Andy DeMers; ZBA Member Delores Hunter’s 

mother; and Mrs. Tony Fujita (Owner of Mt. Fuji Restaurant)  

 

Thanksgiving Holiday Schedule – All Village departments will be closed on Thursday, 11/27 and Friday, 11/28, 

in observance of Thanksgiving.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None  

 

Voucher Claims were reviewed by the Village Board who approved payment of same.  
 

A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis to adjourn meeting at 7:49PM. 

Ayes: Mayor Flanagan & Trustee DeGraw  

     Noes: None 
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