
VILLAGE OF HILLBURN 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Tuesday, October 14, 2014 – 7:00PM 
 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING held on Tuesday, October 14, 2014, in the Municipal 

Meeting Room, 31 Mountain Avenue, Hillburn, New York 10931, commencing at 7:00PM. 
 

PRESENT: Craig M. Flanagan Jr., Mayor           ABSENT:  Pam Richardson, Acting Village Attorney  

  Eleanor J. DeGraw, Trustee            (Schedule Conflict) 

  Bonnie R. O’Blenis, Trustee                             

  Thomas Conklin, DPW Supt. 
  

RECORDER OF MINUTES:   Mary Boone, Clerk-Treasurer  
 

 

Meeting was called to order by the Hon. Mayor Craig M. Flanagan, Jr.  Village resident Rhonda Jennings led in the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 
 

Minutes of 9/23/14 Meeting – Approved by Village Board.  

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

      

Street & Water Commissioners Reports– Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None      
    

Police Commissioner’s Report – Mayor Flanagan reported: 

-A meeting of the Police Advisory Committee is scheduled for Wednesday, 10/22/14 at 7:00PM. 
 

DPW Report – DPW Supt. Thomas Conklin reported: 

-Flushing of hydrants has been completed.  One hydrant at 5
th
 St. and Lake Ave. was repaired (broken collar).  

-Anchor Fence Co. installed the guard rail at Park Avenue & Blakeslee Place. 

-2008 Ford – The new hydraulic reservoir tank was installed. 

-Backhoe – Turning cylinders on bucket were replaced and backhoe is back in service. 

-Sign on Boulder Avenue has been replaced.    

-Loose leaf pick-up at curbside begins tomorrow, 10/15/14. 

-Public Works Training School– Supt. Conklin & Mayor Flanagan will be attending from 10/20 to 10/21/14. 

- Municipal Parking Lot Fence - One quote was received from Anchor Fence. Tabled – additional quote to be obtained. 

-NYS Dept. of Transportation – Local Highway Inventory Update – Tabled for discussion with Village Attorney.  

-RC Stormwater Management Class – 11/20/14 - DPW Supt. and Building/Fire Inspector have been registered to attend. 
 

H.F.D. - Chief Edward Kelly Jr. reported:   
-The H.F.D. has responded to several incidents, including car accidents, hazardous material spills and bus/car fires.  

-H.F.D. members are participating in a 3-Day Wild Land Fire Class at the RC Fire Training Center. 

-CFR and Quad – Pump Service performed by Firematic revealed the need to replace several gauges and intake strainers and 

to repair a mirror switch, toggle switches and a roll up door stop hinge.  Tabled – quote to be obtained. 

-Cascade System – Annual Inspection Service needed.  Chief Kelly advised the system will need replacement soon and 

suggested seeking a grant. 

-Request to use CFR at the following events:  

      Tallman - Dedication of its new Seagrave Tanker on 10/18/14 

   Wallington, NJ - Annual Holiday Parade on 11/29/14 

   Hillburn Fire Department/Ladies Auxiliary Halloween Parade – 10/31/14 
 

 Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None    
 

-Request to purchase two plug kits for the CFR and Quad from MES at the total cost of $524.00.  Approved by Village 

Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None    
 

-Heaters in Bay – Not working properly.  (DPW Supt. to follow up on same) 

-ISO – Meeting scheduled with H.F.D. on 10/21/14. 
 

-RE:  LOSAP –  

9/15/14 correspondence from RBC Wealth Mgmt. – RE:  “Free RBC Investment Assistance Account”. 

9/17/14 correspondence from Penflex, Inc. – RE:  2014-2015 Service Award Program Service Fee Agreement.    

A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis authorizing the Mayor to sign the 

2014-2015 Service Award Program Service Fee Agreement, subject to review and recommendation by the Village 

Attorney. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None    
 

October 2014 – 120
th

 Anniversary of Hillburn Fire Department and 80
th

 Anniversary of Hillburn Ladies Auxiliary  
The Village Board of Trustees will commemorate both anniversaries with a presentation at the 11/1/14 H.F.D. and Ladies 

Auxiliary Dinner. 
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Board Meeting     October 14, 2014              continued 
 

 

Village Engineer’s Report – (Engineer McCreedy not present) 

Three (3) Claims Submitted by Brooker Engineering, LLC -   

                               Youth Center HVAC Replacement Project:        $151.00 

Mountain Avenue Drainage Improvement Project: $832.00 

General Engineering (September 2014)   $280.00 
 

Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None     

 

Hillburn Youth Center HVAC Replacement Project (Bids Tabled 9/23/14) – Bids remain tabled. 
 

Mountain Avenue Drainage Project (Bids Tabled 9/23/14) – Mayor Flanagan stated he had discussed the 

project with Engineer McCreedy, including the possibility of amending the specifications and rebidding the 

project at a later date.   

-The Village Clerk advised that a balance in the 2013 CD funding could possibly be re-allocated to augment the 

CHIPs funding for the Mountain Avenue Drainage Project.. 
 

Community Development Program –  

2014 CD Program – Youth Center HVAC Replacement Project – (Bids Tabled 9/23/14) – A letter has been sent to the 

RC Office of Community Development by Mayor Flanagan expressing displeasure regarding the cancellation of 

the funding awarded to the Village of Hillburn. (A verbal response to Mayor Flanagan’s letter was received from the 

RC CD Office.  Written response is pending) 
  
Village Attorney’s Report – Attorney Pam Richardson not present – No report. 
 

2015 Village Election 
 

The following RESOLUTION was offered by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis who moved its 

adoption: 
 

WHEREAS, Village elections are held on the third Tuesday of March; and 
 

WHEREAS, the third Tuesday in March 2015 falls on March 17, 2015 which is St. Patrick’s Day; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Hillburn Board of Trustees that the 2015 Village Election will be 

held on Wednesday, March 18, 2015. 
 

   Ayes:   Craig M. Flanagan Jr., Mayor 

      Eleanor J. DeGraw, Trustee 

      Bonnie R. O’Blenis, Trustee 
 

   Noes:   None 
 

RESOLUTION was unanimously adopted. 
 

The following RESOLUTION was offered by Trustee O’Blenis and seconded by Trustee DeGraw who moved its 

adoption: 
 

 

WHEREAS, the next general election for officers will be held on Wednesday, March 18, 2015, and  
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees must designate by resolution and publish the office(s) which are to be 

filled in such election and the term(s) therefore.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

Section 1. That the Board of Trustees designates the following offices as vacant at the end of the current 

year, and to be filled at the Village Election to be held on Wednesday, March 18, 2015 for the 

following term: 
 

 OFFICE OF MAYOR  two year term  
 

                                         OFFICE OF TRUSTEE  two year term    

        

Section 2. The Village Clerk is hereby directed to publish this resolution in the Journal News. 
 

Section 3.      This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

   Ayes:   Craig M. Flanagan Jr., Mayor 

      Eleanor J. DeGraw, Trustee 

      Bonnie R. O’Blenis, Trustee 
 

   Noes:   None 
 

RESOLUTION was unanimously adopted. 
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Board Meeting     October 14, 2014              continued 

 

RE:  Justice Court Assistance Program (JCAP Program) 

 

The following RESOLUTION was offered by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis who moved its 

adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, funding is available to eligible municipalities under the New York State Justice Court Assistance 

Program, wherein eligible projects can receive grant monies; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Hillburn is in need of the following equipment: 

 

 (4)  4-Drawer Regular File Cabinets 

 (1)  2-Drawer Lateral  File Cabinets 

 (1)  Copier 

 (1)  Chair 
 

and said equipment is a qualifying purpose under the JCAP Program and therefore an appropriate use of grant 

proceeds; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village Board of the Village of Hillburn does hereby authorize 

the Mayor and Village Justice to file an application for grant funding under the Justice Court Assistance 

Program. 
 

   Ayes:  Craig M. Flanagan, Jr., Mayor 

     Eleanor J. DeGraw, Trustee 

     Bonnie R. O’Blenis, Trustee  
 

   Noes:  None   
 

RESOLUTION was unanimously adopted. 
 

Williamson Law Book - Annual Support Contract for Water Billing Program:  $847.00.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None  

 

2014 Interfaith Service – Mayor to meet with Rev. Gosser.  Projected date and time:  Tuesday, November 25, 2014 at 

7:00PM. 

    
ZBA & Planning Board –  

-A Joint Public Hearing will be held on Thursday, 10/30/14 – RE:  Application of United Water New York – Project: 

Ramapo Valley Well Field #84 GWUDISW Improvements-Construction of an Add-on Water Treatment Building to the 

Existing Ramapo Valley Well Field Pumping Station, 65 Route 59, Hillburn, NY. 
 

-NYCOM – Webinar Wednesdays (November 2014) – Four (1) Hour Training Sessions that will satisfy the State’s four 

hour training requirement for Planning Board and ZBA Members.  Cost per Member (Paid by Village): $15.00 per 

session; $50.00 for all four sessions.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None  
 

Building/Fire Inspector – Adam Gordon not present 

-2014-2015 Fire Permits – Inspections are being made. 
 

Escrow –  

A Status of Escrow Accounts Report at 10/14/14 was supplied to the Board by the Clerk-Treasurer.   

RE:  Pending Claim – Spence Engineering 
A MOTION was made by Trustee DeGraw and seconded by Trustee O’Blenis to approve payment of 

the 9/26/14 claim filed by Spence Engineering against the United Water New York Escrow (7/02/14 Site 

Plan Application filed with the Hillburn Planning Board) in the amount of $1,740.00, subject to approval by 

the Hillburn Planning Board.   
     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None  
 

Hillburn Senior Citizens – President Judy Starr reported:  
Upcoming Trips & Events:   10/17/14 – Military Bridge – Hillburn Community Room.  

    10/20/14 – Meeting and Halloween Party 

    10/21/14 - Trip to Villa Roma, Callicoon, NY 

    12/15/14 – Christmas Party at Mt. Fuji 
  
-RE:  Microphone Repair – DPW Supt. Conklin will follow up on same.  
 

Recreation – Senior Recreation Aide Michelle Noel reported: 

The Fall Festival was held on Sunday, 10/5/14 and was a great success.  Specials thanks were extended to all volunteers, 

Committee members and the DPW.  A letter of thanks was sent by the Recreation Committee to the Ramapo Police K-9 

Unit for attending and doing a demonstration with the dog. 
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Board Meeting     October 14, 2014              continued 

 

RE:  Proposed Trip to Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular – Request for Village to fund the transportation. 

Proposals will be obtained. 

RE: Cooking Class Instructed by Eleanor DeGraw – At present, 17 youth have registered at the cost of $20.00 each and 3 

are pending; thus bringing the participant total to 20.  A check in the amount of the total registration fees received to date 

will be issued to Eleanor DeGraw for supplies.  Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan & Trustee O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None  

                   Abstention:  Trustee DeGraw   

 

 

Historical Society – Chair Beverly Flanagan not present – No report. 
 

Public Comments - None 

 

Application for Use of Community Room  

Applicant:   Hillburn Senior Citizens Date/Time:  Friday, 10/17/14 - 5:00PM-10:30PM     Purpose:  Military Bridge    

Approved by Village Board. 

     Ayes:  Mayor Flanagan, Trustees DeGraw & O’Blenis 

     Noes:  None 

  

Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) – A meeting will be held on 

10/27/14 with the Village’s Grant Writer, Sylvia Welch, to discuss plans for the project. 
 

NYS Department of State (DOS) Grant Award – Tentative Approval has been received.   

 

-Village Audit - The Clerk-Treasurer reported O’Connor Davies commenced the audit 9/30/14.   

 

Correspondence – The Village Board was in receipt of correspondence, including: 

-NYCLASS – Fiscal Report for year ended 6/30/14.   

-RC Dept. of Budget & Finance - Report of Tax Delinquent Property – Public Auctions. 

-Township of Mahwah – 10/16/14 Public Hearing - Amendment to Zoning. 

-Laberge Group – Services – Grants/Funding for Public Water Works. 

  

Town of Ramapo Special Election – Sept. 30, 2014 (6:00AM – 10:00PM) – Referendum Item:  Ward System 
The Election was held on 9/30/14. 

 

Voucher Claims were reviewed by the Village Board who approved payment of same.   

 
 

A MOTION was made by Trustee O’Blenis and seconded by Trustee DeGraw to adjourn meeting at 7:52PM. 

Ayes: Mayor Flanagan & Trustee DeGraw  

     Noes: None 
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